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**For Immediate Release**
Winterhaven Nominated to the National Register of Historic Places

On December 28, 2005, Tucson's Winterhaven neighborhood was added to the National Register of Historic Places.  Originally developed in 1948, it is the 21st neighborhood in Tucson to receive this designation.  It is also the first post-World War II subdivision in Arizona to be nominated to the National Register.  

Students from the University of Arizona’s Preservation Studies program in the College of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, working in conjunction with the residents of Winterhaven, prepared the nomination.  A Certified Local Government pass-through grant from the City of Tucson provided the funding.

Winterhaven was nominated to the National Register as one of Tucson's first examples of a nationwide trend towards post-war suburban community planning centered upon the automobile.  Winterhaven is characterized by wide curving streets and irregularly shaped lots, which distinguishes it from the gridiron-layout subdivisions that dominated Tucson at the time Winterhaven was founded.  Originally incorporated as a water company, Winterhaven established deed restrictions based on the vision of C.B. Richards, the subdivision's developer, who wanted to create a community of homes set in a park-like setting of grass and other non-native landscaping.  This was made possible by the neighborhood’s three private wells.

The Winterhaven Historic District consists of 265 residences that are notable examples of the modern ranch style, a style that is ubiquitous in post-World War II neighborhoods throughout Tucson and the West.  Typical characteristics of a ranch house are open floor plans, brick construction, large picture windows in the living room, broad street elevations, and carports.  

Winterhaven is also significant because it contains a sizable concentration of work by Tucson architect Anne Jackson Rysdale, who was among the first female architects practicing in Arizona.  During her early career, from 1949 until the early 1960s, Rysdale was the only registered, practicing female architect in Arizona.

Today, Winterhaven is more often associated with its annual Festival of Lights, which dates back to 1949.  C. B. Richards was inspired to create the Festival after visiting a similar display in Beverly Hills in the 1930's.  He purchased the neighborhood's characteristic Allepo pine trees, planted them at regular intervals along the principal streets, and placed electrical connections near each tree for the Christmas lights.  Richards donated the first set of Christmas lights.  Until he moved to California, Richards personally judged all the displays, awarding $100 to the best decorated home.  To reinforce this theme, Richards even named Winterhaven’s principal street Christmas Avenue.  Today, Winterhaven's Festival of Lights continues Richards’ tradition and attracts tens of thousands of visitors annually.

The members of the Board of Directors and the residents of Winterhaven extend their thanks to the following people for their outstanding work and dedication: 

a) Ray Brice, the dedicated Winterhaven resident who led the effort;

b) Marty McCune, the City of Tucson historic preservation officer; and

c) Brooks Jeffrey, from the University of Arizona College of Architecture.    

For more information on Winterhaven’s nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, please contact: 

Marty McCune 

City of Tucson Historic Preservation Office 

(520) 791-4505

Marty.McCune@tucsonaz.gov.

Brooks Jeffery, Coordinator of Preservation Studies
College of Architecture, Planning, and Landscape Architecture 

(520) 621-2991

rbjeffer@u.arizona.edu

http://architecture.arizona.edu/architecture/faculty/jeffery/




Ray Brice
2826 E. Kleindale Rd.

Tucson, Arizona

(520) 740-6581 (w)

(520) 326-5119 (h)

(520) 247-3448 (cell)

ray@hwr.arizona.edu 

ray.brice@dot.pima.gov
For general Winterhaven questions, please contact:

Jim Kaucher, Board President

Winterhaven Water and Development Company, Inc.

(520) 327-0111

(mobile) (520) 405-0429

jamesw@kaucher.com

On Behalf of the residents of Winterhaven and the Board of Directors of Winterhaven Water and Development Company, Inc., 

James W. Kaucher,

Board President

cc:
Robert Walkup, Mayor of Tucson


Karin Uhlich, Ward III City Council Member
[image: image1.jpg]